THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

slavia. This, of course, has the support of His Majesty's Government.
We do not know what will happen in the Serbian part of Yugoslavia.

The reason why we have ceased to supply Mihailovitch with arms
and support is a simple one. He has not been fighting the enemy, and
moreover, some of his subordinates have made accommodations with
the enemy from which have arisen armed conflicts with the forces of
Marshal Tito, accompanied by many charges and counter-charges, and
the loss of patriot lives to the German advantage. Mihailovitch
certainly holds a powerful position locally as Commander-in-Chief,
and his ceasing to be Minister of War will not rob him of his local
influence. We cannot predict what he will do or what will happen.
We have proclaimed ourselves the strong supporters of Marshal Tito
because of his heroic and massive struggle against the German armies.
We are sending, and planning to send, the largest possible supplies of
weapons to him and to make the closest contacts with him. I had
the advantage on Monday of a long conversation with General Velebit,
who has been over here on a military mission from Marshal Tito, and
it has been arranged among other things that the Marshal shall send
here a personal military representative in order that we may be kept
in the closest touch with all that is being done and with the effects
of it in Yugoslavia. This is, of course, additional to the contacts
established with Marshal Tito at General Wilson's headquarters in
Algiers, and will, of course, be co-ordinated therewith.

It must be remembered, however, that this question does not turn
on Mihailovitch alone ; there is also a very large body, amounting to
perhaps 200,000, of Serbian peasant proprietors who are anti-German
but strongly Serbian, and who naturally hold the views of a peasant-
owner community in regard to property, and are less enthusiastic in
regard to communism than some of those in Croatia or Slovenia.
Marshal Tito has largely sunk his communist aspect in his character as a
Yugoslav patriot leader. He repeatedly proclaims that he has no
intention of reversing the property and social systems which prevail
in Serbia, but these facts are not accepted yet by the other side, fixe
Serbians are a race with an historic past; it was from Serbia came the
spark which fired the explosion of the first world war : we remember
their historic retreat over the mountains. Our object is that all forces
in Yugoslavia, and the whole united strength of Serbia, may be made to
work together under the military direction of Marshal Tito for a united
independent Yugoslavia which will expel from their native soil the
Hitlerite murderers and invaders, and destroy them until not one
remains. The cruelties and atrocities of the Germans in Greece and
in Yugoslavia exceed anything that we have heard, and we have heard
terrible things, but the resistance of these heroic mountaineers has
been one of the most splendid features of the war. It will long be
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